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(About a school year ~) “We learned about gratitude and humility – that so many people had a hand in our success, from 
the teachers who inspired us to the janitors who kept our school clean… and we were taught to value everyone’s 

contribution and treat everyone with respect.”  
 

~Michelle Obama  

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

June 13, 2014 
  
Dear Friends, 
  
The last day of school is always bittersweet for me. I know the beautiful days of summer are calling to 
our students and their families. ~ The time will be lush and filled with memories that are all about 
defining childhood… I know too, that all will be new and exciting in the fall, especially this year as we 
open three K-5 schools for all of our elementary students. However, part of the magic and mystery of 
the elementary journey is its form. We come together in September ~ put twenty some students into a 
room with a classroom teacher ~ and now several other staff as well. We have them report each day 
for 180 days ~ over which, they develop friendships, build strong class cultures and share experiences 
that become forever locked in their minds. Then, on the last day of school, it all ends. All of the 
intensity, all of the happy, sad, fun, challenging experiences that at points in the year seem ever-so 
turbulent ~ end! After clapout, everyone leaves and the school is totally still as though it was all a 
dream.  
 
Because of this, as our students exit the building each day to board buses, hop in cars, bicycle, and 
walk in the directions that take them away from the school, I marvel at it all! ~ With a lump in my 
throat, I am happy to say, I always feel a strong sense of pride. I think about how much the children 
have grown. Some, it is visible ~ they are taller and sport their year of maturity visibly ~ but all have 
grown. They have engaged and ventured down new paths ~ developed new parts of their brains and 
added to their content base knowledge. ~ There is nothing quite like the phenomenon that is 
elementary school education. ~ To be clear, my “proud principal” posture is not for myself, but rather, 
for all of us, for what we as the school community have created and continue to build each year that 
we work together. The process is hugely collaborative and because of this, my gratitude deep and 
heartfelt.  
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I use my final newsletter to somehow capture my gratitude with words, but when I read them back 
~ they never quite capture it all. Just as when the halls are quiet after everyone leaves and I wonder 
about all of the happenings that define a school year ~ I worry that I have not properly thanked 
everyone who is so deserving of praise. There are so many to thank and so many ways you create 
the school that thrives ~ and ours is thriving! 

  
Thank you to the PTO and all who work tirelessly on your many committees to bring us everything 
from cultural enrichment, to wish list items, to an outstanding student talent show, to the movie night 
and all of items and endeavors that keep the creativity flowing and classroom teachers enriched with 
materials and opportunities to grow ~ each is an underpinning that makes a school community well-
rounded ~ from programs to financial support ~ to the Wayland Schools Foundation for their 
magnanimous and invaluable grants ~ a gift of time, resources and inspiration to innovate ~ to the 
School Council for continued support in providing us with the structures and programs that help us to 
understand our strengths and areas in which we will continue to improve ~  to the senior volunteer 
programs for compassionate contributions in the form of time and countless hours of direct service 
with staff and students ~ to our many student interns from nearby colleges ~ to our parent volunteers ~ 
some sharing lessons in language and other areas of knowledge on a regular basis ~ to the Central 
Office Staff for their many behind-the-scenes supports that keep the district running smoothly ~ to the 
METCO program and related committees ~ to the School Committee ~ On behalf of our outstanding 
faculty and myself, THANK YOU so very, very much!  
 
Parents ~ your partnership means everything to us ~ not only the volunteer efforts that I mentioned 
above, but your support in all matters! You help us teach your children well each time you sit with 
them for nightly homework, a project or a discussion about an incident that occurred. Each time you 
discuss a field trip, a special time, help your child to navigate a friendship ~ whether volunteering, 
attending field trips or spending never-ending amounts of time assisting with homework projects and 
all things school-related ~ for attending so many functions, performances, assemblies and all that let 
your children know that their efforts are important and celebrated ~ We are so fortunate to have you 
all. ~  
 
To the magnificent Happy Hollow Staff ~ talented, dedicated and always looking for ways to improve! 
You work 24/7 ~ during all seasons ~ even the summer ~ learning, creating new ways to approach 
your already exceptional practice of educating. You take courses to keep current, spend hours (during 
the school day and long after ~ on weekends, holidays and vacations) giving feedback to your students 
and their families. You create, assess and consistently update your curriculum so it reflects best 
practices in the field. You work with your grade level teams and the larger school to create the climate 
that invites all level learners into the partnership that teaches them that they can learn and will learn. ~ 
Then you work equally as hard to ensure that they find the means toward that end. You bring 
consummate professionalism to our classroom settings, to our playground, to our cafeteria ~ to all of 
our constituents ~ each day of every year. I cannot express what an honor it is to know and to work 
with each of you every day.   
 
It has become my tradition to give you a list from which to begin a conversation with your 
child/children about the year past. You have the whole summer to discuss the happening that has 
passed and the one that will begin when the doors reopen. When you are sitting in the bright sunshine 
on a beach ~ or preparing to come back to school at the end of the summer,  I offer you the following 
list:   

Note: I modify it somewhat from year to year ~ but I hope it is helpful to you and welcome your 
feedback ~ or suggestions for areas I may have missed…) 

 



1. What new ideas did you think about this year? 

2. What was special about the year? 

3. (To Ms. Obama’s quote ~ ) For what are you grateful? Who had a hand in your success? How 
do you know that?  

4. Name five things you didn’t know about before the year started? 

5. What did you get better at this year? How did you get better at it? 

6. What people did you meet ~ in school ~ on field trips ~ in cultural enrichment ~ etc.? 

7. What projects did you do? Which ones came out the best and why? 

8. When were you kind to someone and how did that turn out? 

9. Did you participate in service learning in some way? What was that like? Will you do it again 
or for the first time?  

10. When did you try something new? 

11. Did you take any risks? 

12. Name one happy time. What were you doing?  

13. What was fun? 

14. What was challenging? How did you make it through? 

15. Are you still working on a challenge? How can I help you when the new year begins? 

16.  Who helped you and will you ever be able to help someone in that way? 

17. When were you helpful? 

18. How did you bring the core values of the school alive? 

19. Why do you think people say that, “In the end, only kindness matters?” Do you agree? 
Why/why not? 

Discuss with your child or children a time when they felt most successful, triumphant. Tell them to 
remember what that time was like and how they felt so they can keep that in mind and know that at 
least one way to learn is by building upon successes. Remind them that learning from mistakes and the 
times of challenge are equally as important because how we learn to navigate those times becomes the 
strength and courage that we need to get us to the successes and joyful times.  
 
To the future: Be positive about the new placement/new school setting brought home at the end of 
Move-Along Day. Point out the good in the class make-up and share your belief that things will be 
great ~ that discussion goes a long way for alleviating anxiety and for building confidence. Every staff 



member will provide for a wonderful year that will offer all described above. Help your child to be 
open to the possibility. Don’t dwell on who is not in a class or which teacher you did or did not get. 
You will have a great year if you set your mind to that way of thinking.  
 
To the students: Remember, good, solid education is never a race, practice is key.  You do not have 
to master everything the first time you are exposed to it. You have twelve years to learn all you need 
for college and life. Take your time and be gentle with yourself as you meet and master new 
challenges.  
 
To the fifth graders: Congratulations! You really have been my “service learning” entrepreneurs! 
You lead with your hearts and act with your minds ~ a winning combination. Please visit often so that 
it is not the case that, when you return, you are grown and disappointed that I don’t know your name 
instantly. ~ If you come back often, I’ll continue to see you grow. I know the teachers join me in that 
request. Feel proud of your many years of hard work. ~ At clap-out time ~ when you pass through the 
halls to the boom of applause that creates our clap out tradition and spirit ~ know that it is for your 
cumulative work. It is for every year and all of your effort over all your years in elementary school. 
You are not being “clapped out” of a building ~ although you will always belong to Happy Hollow 
and it will always belong to you. You are being “clapped out” for your work, your struggles, your 
successes and your triumphs. You are being “clapped out” for every experience that worked to make 
you who you are today. You have just finished your first milestone on your educational journey. 
Congratulations, my friends!  
 
To the school community: Our school motto remains so very important and incorporates all of our 
core values. “Kindness Matters” because it is the inspiration for all that is good in our world. Continue 
to choose what is good. Continue to find ways to help and support one another and continue to forgive 
and forget often. Kindness means giving second chances and helping others to learn from their 
mistakes. Continue to be involved in things that make you and the world better. Our choices become 
who we are. 

To the summer!:  As I finish my seventh year as your principal, I could not be more honored or 
pleased to serve you in this role each and every day. Please find a way to have a happy, healthy and 
fun summer. Create the memories that will build and sustain you through the tough times. If there are 
tough times ~ find small moments of peace that will ease some of the pain. ~ Be safe. Be smart. 
Choose wisely.  

When we meet again in September, be ready to practice once again. Be open to possibility. Be open to 
the ideas that make us all smarter and kinder. This is how we redefine and change the world! Thanks 
for an outstanding year!  

Much peace, 

  

  

Jim Lee, Principal 
 
 



 
 
This and That from the Principal’s Office: 
 
Still to come: The third graders will have a recorder concert on Tuesday, June 17th. We invite the 
second graders to attend and parents and families. There is one show from 9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
in the gym.  
 
 
 
****Dismissal time on the last day of school, Thursday, June 19th is following a Wednesday 
schedule and we will dismiss at 1:50 p.m. Lunch will be served as it always is, but dismissal will 
be at the Wednesday time. Please take note as waiting in the office on the final day of school for 
a late pick-up is a sad last image for a great school year.  
_ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
****Lost and Found: Many, many thanks to all who have kept our lost and found much smaller 
than in years past. We need to clean it all up by Thursday, June 19th. Please help by stopping by 
to make the lost found. Many thanks to those who have organized and put the items out for 
people to see throughout the year.  
 
We are going for empty tables before we step out of the 
rooms for clap out time! ~ Please find!!! 
 
Move-Along Day: Wednesday, June 18th from 9:50 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 
We will have a Move-Along Day for every grade at all three schools this year. Students will have the 
opportunity to meet with their new teachers and classes.  Those leaving Happy Hollow, will go to their 
new schools with staff that are also going to that school. Buses will transport the children to their new 
school to meet with their new teachers and classmates. We ask that you prepare your children. Please 
tell them not to expect one teacher over another and not to expect all of their friends to be in their new 
classes.  Be upbeat about the changes and they will come to that point as well.  
 
Let them know that they will find success and happiness in any possible class configuration (or school 
setting) and with any of our fine staff members. This will help it to be a positive and productive time 
for all. It is our hope that knowing will relieve some of the anxiety that grows over the summer when 
they are wondering whom they will have and who will be in their new classes. Seeing the new room 
and meeting the new teacher most often helps children to feel secure, most especially if they have your 
home support.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 



Clap Out:  
 
“Clap-Out” will begin at 1:40 p.m. and follow the route of the map below. Grades 1-4 will line 
the main school hallway and “Clap Out” the fifth graders at 1:50 p.m. We will exit to the back of 
the building and are asking you to form a corridor that extends to the side of the school by the 
fourth grade wing. No one should exit the back playground via the route by the modular 
classrooms to the parking lot. We are asking that all go up the side path by the fourth grade 
wing and out to the front of the building. This is to keep everyone safe.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HEALTHY HOLLER 

Jeanne MacDonald, RN 
 

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH ROOM June 2014 
  
THANK YOU to the PTO, parents, and all of the Happy Hollow staff for your help and support 
this year. 
 
ALL medications (prescription and/or over the counter) need to be picked up the last day of 
school (June 19, 2014), by a parent or designated adult.    
 

5th grade parents-Puberty Video & Discussion: 
•The 5th  grade classes will be meeting with the fifth grade teachers, Tuesday June 17th, to watch 
the video “Always Changing”  
• After the viewing there will be will a discussion, followed by question and answer session.  
•Parents can review this video at www.pgschoolprograms.com 
•We encourage parents to continue the discussion of this important topic at home. If there are 
any questions feel free to contact the school nurse and or teachers.  
 
Reminders for September: 
New medication orders (prescription and/or over the counter) are required for each academic 
school year, and will be necessary for the start of school, September 2014. These orders need to be 
signed by BOTH a parent and licensed prescriber. Forms are available in the school office or can 
be downloaded from the Happy Hollow School web page (http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/)For 
Families/Health Services/Health Info & Forms. Orders can be faxed to the school at 508-358-
3761 attention: Jeanne MacDonald RN. 
Please submit your child’s most up to date physical to the school nurse (2014). An updated 

physical is required on all students’ entering 4th grade in September.  
 
Additional summer information: 
Please read information about tick borne and mosquito borne diseases: Lyme, West Nile,  
Eastern Equine Encephalitis(EEE), and ticks on the MA. Department of Public Health webpage 
at   www.mass.gov./dph search health topics A-Z. 
 
On sunny days please remember sun screen, hydration, and bug spray. 
 
 See you in September! Have a great summer! 
 
Jeanne MacDonald RN 
508-358-6051 
  

 

http://www.pgschoolprograms.com/
http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/)For
http://www.mass.gov./dph


 
 

Curriculum Corner 
 

                          Technology News for Grades 1-5 from Ms. Crozier 
                June 2015 
                     It’s been an amazing year in technology class. Students have created some 
                    wonderful projects, worked together to solve technical problems and become 
          skilled users of technology. Students in grades 1st - 3rd will be bringing home letters 
next week about our final project of the year and how you can access these projects online. 
Below is a snapshot of each project. Have a wonderful summer! 
 

1st Grade: Students created animated water scenes using MicroWorlds Jr. This was the final 
project in our robotics unit. Ms. Bergeron’s and Ms. O’Brien’s class projects are completed and 
posted on the 1st Grade Sharing Projects website. I will add Ms. Weig’s and Ms. Horgan’s videos 
when they are completed. 
 
2nd Grade: Second graders have been very busy finishing up their continent slideshows using 
Kid Pix 3D. I wonder if your child has already told you about this project. I will post their 
slideshows on the 2nd Grade Sharing Projects website. You will also find their animated butterfly 
scenes that they completed in March posted as well.  

3rd Grade: Third graders have been very busy finishing up their rock slideshows. They have 
done an amazing job. We are putting on the finishing touches and I will post their slideshows 
on the 3rd Grade Sharing Projects website.  
 

4th Grade: Students have spent the last part of the year working on a programming unit. 
Each week students learned a few skills using the Scratch program. Students then used 
these skills to animate their name. Once students completed their name project, students 
explored Pro-Bots and Little Bits. These are both fun ways to extend their programming and 
engineering thinking.  
 

5th Grade: We used several class periods to help students prepare for their Biography 
Celebration. We spent the last couple of classes working on programming and engineering. 
Students had a variety of choices - programming with Scratch (a tool they used in 4th 
grade), programming Pro-Bots cars (big brother/sister to the Bee-Bot they used in the lower 
grades) and using Little Bits (which are circuits that you snap together).  The students were 
all highly engaged during these activities. I see a future for many of these students in 
technology/engineering. 
 

5th Grade Tech Crew - It has been a wonderful year working with the 5th graders on the 
HH Tech Crew. Thank you to all of the families for your support and to the children for your 
commitment and dedication to this volunteer program. Have a wonderful summer! 

https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/hhtech/Home/1st-grade-activities
https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/hhtech/Home/2nd-grade-sharing-projects
https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/hhtech/Home/classroom-activites-2008-2009/3rd-grade-classroom-activites
http://www.bee-bot.us/probot.html
http://littlebits.cc/new_home
http://www.bee-bot.us/probot.html
http://littlebits.cc/new_home


 
From the Happy Hollow Library 
  
As we reach the end of the year, all books are due back in the 
library as soon as possible. But reading doesn’t have to stop 
because of summer vacation! The Wayland Public Library has a 
wonderful Summer Reading Program for students in Grades K-5 
as well as older students and teens. Try to make regular visits to 
the public library part of your summer plans. 

 
The theme for this year’s Massachusetts Statewide Reading Program for children in grades 
preK-Grade 5 is Fizz, Boom, Read!  
 
The library will kick off the program with “Fizz, Boom Magic!” 
a magic show led by Scott Jameson on Thursday, June 26 at 2 p.m. 
 
There will be other great programs throughout the summer that feature fun with science. 
  Mike the Bubble Man will bring magic and science to the stage with an interactive show 
about bubbles  
and Jungle Jim will demonstrate how simple machines work using balloons in his show “How 
to Catch a Mouse.”  
We will also have several drop-in crafts where kids can make robots, build bridges and 
towers, make art from nature, and experiment with color! 
 
Registration for Fizz, Boom, Read! begins on Friday, June 20.  Children can sign up at the 
library (and get a Fizz, Boom, Read! goodie bag) or online at 
www.waylandlibrary.org/children/summer.reading.htm.   
Kids can keep track of their reading online or on a paper log.   
We will celebrate the children’s reading with an ice cream bash on Thursday, August 14. 
 
The theme for the Teen Summer Reading for youth in grades 6-12 is Spark a Reaction 
 
.  Teens who register online at www.waylandlibrary.org/teens/teens.htmand write at least one 
original book review will win a prize 
 
.  There will also be programs for teens this summer, including art workshops led by Wayland 
High School Art Teacher Janet Armentano. 
 
  Registration for this program also beings onFriday, June 20 
 
.  There will be a pizza party for all teens who participate in this program on Tuesday, August 
12. 
 
 
Have a wonderful, book-filled summer! 
Elizabeth Bryant 
Library Teacher 

http://www.waylandlibrary.org/children/summer.reading.htm
http://www.waylandlibrary.org/teens/teens.htm


 
 

 
2013-2014 PTO Events: Happy Hollow 

Save the Date 
Together We Can Make It Happen! 

Dates subject to change 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Are you looking to get involved at school? We are in need of volunteers for many unique opportunities. Most of these 
volunteer opportunities require only a small time commitment, but have a huge impact on our schools and our children. 

Take a peek at the events calendar and contact the committee head to learn more or email Amy Simmons at: 
happyhollowpto@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

EVENT DATE/TIME CONTACT 
Cultural Enrichment  Ongoing Alexia Obar & Seta Abrahamian 
Just Like Me Throughout the year 3rd Grade: Laura Byrne & Jamie Janoff 

4th Grade: Jen Bonner 
5th Grade Activities Events/Dates TBA Tamara Kolz 
PTO Retirement Reception – Elizabeth 
Bryant & Susan Calkins 

Jun. 12 (Th) 3:15 in HH 
courtyard – rain location is 
library 

Amy Simmons  

End of Year Coffee Jun. 18 (W) at morning drop off Amy Simmons 
Last Day of School – Wednesday dismissal Jun. 19 (Th)  
5th Grade End of Year Beach Party Jun. 19 (Th) 3 – 5 pm Lisa Puckett 

 
 
 

Welcome the 2014-2015 PTO Board 
 
At our Annual Meeting on June 4th, the PTO membership in attendance voted on the 2014-2015 PTO Board.  Please 
welcome the following people to our 2014-2015 Board. 
 
President & Happy Hollow Townwide Rep:  Jennifer Pearlman 
Vice President:     POSITION OPEN 
Past President & Happy Hollow Townwide Rep: Stephanie Leong 
Secretary:     Julie Suratt 
Treasurer:      Christine Roberts 
Ways & Means:     Andrea O’Brien & Cathy Davies 
Social Activities:     Cathy Caulfield 
 
THERE ARE MANY COMMITTEES FOR FALL 2014 THAT ARE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS. 2014-2015 will be an exciting year 
full of change and the opportunity to reinvigorate our school community.  It is a wonderful time to become more involved 
in your child(ren)’s school!  Without the time and support of our Happy Hollow parents, the PTO would not be able to so 
fully support educational enrichment in our school.  There are roles big and small, and many hands are needed.  We are 
still looking for a Vice President (this role supports the president and coordinates the PTO weekly eblasts and monthly 
newsletters), Just Like Me Coordinators for the 3rd grade (a hands-on program teaching children about disabilities of all 
sorts), as well as additional help on many committees including Gift Your Child, the Backpack Auction and more.  Whether 
you have a lot of time or a little, are administrative or creative, want to help out in the classroom or work with the larger 
community, please consider volunteering for one of these positions, as each and every committee serves a vital role in 

mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com
mailto:obars@verizon.net
mailto:seta@abrahamian.info
mailto:lbyrne1@partners.org,%20jamie.janoff@yahoo.com
mailto:jenbonner@verizon.net
mailto:tamarakolz@live.com
mailto:simmons221@comcast.net
mailto:lisa@puckettworld.com


our children’s experience at Happy Hollow.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact Jennifer Pearlman at 
Happyhollowpto@gmail.com.   

mailto:Happyhollowpto@gmail.com


 

PTO Volunteer Needs 
 
 

 
Sign Up to Garden this Summer! 
The Happy Hollow gardens are growing strong! Check out the vegetable patches 
next to the faculty parking lot and the new herb garden by the front door. Students 
in a number of classes have been busy starting plants from seed, transferring them 
to the outdoor gardens, watering, and weeding. Now we're looking for some 

volunteers to help the gardens flourish over the summer.   
 
We are asking for volunteers to adopt the gardens for a week at a time over the summer to water, weed, and 
harvest (for your own family's consumption or to share with friends or a local food pantry).  Please consider 
signing your family up for a week on VolunteerSpot by following the web link below.  Thank you from the 
Happy Hollow Green Team! 
 
Please sign up for Happy Hollow garden adoption - here's how it works in 3 easy steps:     
  1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on VolunteerSpot:http://vols.pt/4p8w7g 
  2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on VolunteerSpot)  
  3. Sign up! Choose your spots - VolunteerSpot will send you an automated confirmation and reminders. Easy! 
Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email 
address, please contact me, and I can sign you up manually. 
 
 
 
JUST LIKE ME – Thank You to Volunteers and 3rd Grade Coordinator Needed for 2014-15 school year! 
The 3rd Grade Just Like Me Happy Hollow Coordinators, Jamie Janoff and Laura Byrne, would like to thank the 
3rd grade teachers and the parent volunteers who helped to make the Deafness and Blindness Units great 
successes!  Thank you to Nicole Russell, Rama Ravi, Jinglei Whitehouse, Mary Magnuson, Cathy Caulfield, 
Philomena Quinn, Carrie Hayes-Greenberg, Chris Burgess, Elizabeth Curtin and Cathy Davies.  Also, if you 
volunteered, please spread the word that it is a fun, easy and hands-on way to volunteer in the 3rd and 4th 
grade classrooms.  And if you didn't get a chance to volunteer this year, please consider it for next year if you 
have a 2nd or 3rd grader this year.   Lastly, we are still looking for a 3rd Grade Coordinator for next year. 
Thanks again! 
 
 
 
Would you like to be a Room Parent next year? 
If you aren't already familiar with being a Room Parent, it is a wonderful way to contribute to your child's 
classroom and to provide essential help to their teacher(s).  The main job of a Room Parent is to work directly 
with the teacher to understand his/her needs, and then to communicate those to the classroom families as 
needed.  In addition, Room Parents also forward timely information from the PTO as directed by the Room 
Parent Coordinator. No experience is necessary! 
 
If you are interested in being a Room Parent for the 2014-2015 school year, please email your name, email 
address, phone number and your child(ren)'s name and grade (Fall 2014) to Elena Taxiarchis at 
etaxiarchis@pbl.com.  Parents will be notified in September with their particular assignments. 

http://vols.pt/4p8w7g
mailto:etaxiarchis@pbl.com


 
PTO News & Events 

 
End of Year Coffee 
Wednesday, June 18th at Morning Drop-Off  
Join your friends for some coffee and breakfast treats in front of Happy Hollow (rain location 
in the cafeteria) at drop-off to celebrate the (almost) last day of school!  Little ones in tow are 
always welcome! 
 
 

 
Happy Hollow School Photos - Save the Date!   
Happy Hollow School Photos are scheduled for Thursday, September 18th. 
 

WAYLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT GIFT-GIVING GUIDELINES  
 
Gifts Given TO THE TEACHER:  
* Public school teachers, as municipal employees, may not accept gifts valued at $50 or 
more.  Nor can staff members accept (from one family) a number of smaller gifts which 
together are worth $50 or more.  

* A teacher accepting a gift of less than $50 from a current student may be required to disclose that gift if it 
creates the appearance of a conflict of interest.  
* A teacher may accept a group gift of up to $150 per year from his or her class as long as the gift is identified 
as being from the entire class, and the identity of the contributors and the amounts given are not identified to 
the teacher. In addition, no individual family may make a contribution of $50 or more to a group gift.  
* Gifts to individual teachers may be given in the form of gift cards as long as they are in accordance with 
these limitations.  
 
 
Gifts Given TO THE CLASSROOM OR SCHOOL:  
* Gifts of $200 or more to individual classrooms, schools, or the district (as opposed to the teacher) require 
School Committee approval and acceptance. Gifts of less than $200 may be approved and accepted by a 
principal or the superintendent.  
* Classroom gifts in the form of cash must be deposited and processed through a town account, although 
reimbursements may be made after an authorized gift purchase.  
* Under no conditions can gift cards be given as a classroom gift since they cannot be deposited in a town 
account.  
 
 
Gifts In General:  
* The School Committee policy recommends: "In lieu of gifts to individual teachers, parents are encouraged to 
make contributions to school support organizations such as the PTO, CAPA, Boosters, and the Wayland Public 
Schools Foundation."  
* Finally, many teachers truly experience "Thank You" notes as one of the best gifts they can receive. 
 
 



 
Happy Hollow Hurrah! 

 
HAPPY HOLLOW HURRAH 
Many thanks to… 
 
Samantha Richter and Jill Zukerman for coordinating an amazing end-of-year Faculty/Staff Appreciation 
luncheon, as well as to all of the parents who made donations of time or goods to help make the day a 
success. 
 
Amy Pohl and the Fifth Grade Activities Committee for all of their hard work on the Fifth Grade Play. 
 
Cathy Caulfield for planning another successful School Picnic to celebrate the end of the year with friends. 
 
Lynne Cribben and Gretchen Dresens for coordinating our final Scholastic Book Fair. 
 
The entire 2013-2014 PTO Board & Committee Chairs – thank you for all of your time, effort and creativity 
this year.  Every one of you has helped to make our Happy Hollow community a special place for our children! 
 
And many thanks to those we might have left off this list!  If there’s anyone who’s helped out that you wish to 
acknowledge in future newsletters, please email the information to Andrea O’Brien at 
aobrien68@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

2013-2014 Board 
 

President & Townwide Rep Amy Simmons  
Vice President Andrea O’Brien 
Treasurer Pamela Cerne 
Ways and Means Abby Brogan &  

Heidi Renneker 
Secretary Cathy Davies 
Social Cathy Caulfield 
Kindergarten Rep & Townwide Rep Lisa Lappi 
Kindergarten Rep Christine Walsh 
Past President Stephanie Leong 

 
 

Visit us online at http://www.happyhollowpto.org/ 
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